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Pressure to store 
I ear waste eases 
DUMP REOPENS: 
New Y3rk is second in  the 
nation for shipjing 
low-level radioactive waste , out of slate. 

B y  Billy House 
Gazette Alba~ly bureau 

ALBANY-A potential crisis in 
disposing of the state's low-level 
nuclear waste has apparently been 
averted with the reopening of a 
South Carolina dump. 

The South Carolina dump in 
Barnwell, which had been the 
destination for most ofNew York's 
low-level radioactive waste but 
was closed to New York and other 
states in July 1994, reopened a 
month ago. 

"It's a vastly different scenario 
than last year, when basically we 
had no options," said Roberta 
Lovenheim of the Rochester- 
based Waste Information Servic- 
es, a consulting company whose 

i clients include nuclear plants, 

hospitals, medical colleges and 
other low-level radioactive waste 
producers in New York. 

Ofiicials of the company oper- 
ating the dump and Lovenheim 
confirmed Wednesday that some 
New York waste producers have 
already signed new contracts to 
use the dump - and some have 
already resumed shipments 
there. 

That news came as the state 
released a report Wednesday that 
showed New York ranked behind 
only Tennessee in 1994 in the 
amount of low-level waste 
trucked to other states, most of 
which was shipped out during the 
first six months of the year. 

Joan Gipp, New York comrnis- 
sioner on the Great Lakes Com- 
mission, said the numbers will 
have no effect on Niagara County. 

"We already have our share, 
18,000 tons," she said, referring to 
the Niagara Falls Storage Site in 
Lewiston. "I think that's enough 
for Niagara County. The rest can 
go somewhere else." 

121,259 cubic feet of 
low-level radioactiv 

In all, about 121,300 cubic feet of 
waste was shipped out of New 
York in 1994 -enough to fill more 
than 14 train cars. Tennessee 
shipped out 151,301 cubic feet. 
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